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Classified  By:  DCM  Eric  Rubin  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 
Suinitiary 


^1 . (S/NF)  Economic  ties,  especially  long-term  gas  contracts,  are  a pillar  of  Russia-Italy  relations  and  affect  Italy's  policies  toward  Russia. 
Economics  affects  politics 


^2.  (C)  Russia  obtains  significant  economic  benefits  from  Italy,  gaining  access  to  its  equipment  and  technology,  its  stable  market  for  gas  and 
^3.  (C)  However,  the  economic  interdependency  does  not  come  without  other  costs.  Italian  Embassy  First  Secretary  Lorenzo  Fanara  told  us  that  tV. 
Deep  ties  on  gas 


^4.  (C)  The  crown  jewels  of  Italy's  business  interests  with  Russia  are  ENI ' s gas  contracts  with  Gazprom  through  2035  and  its  50-50  partnership 


